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ABSTRACT From the 1950s to the 1980s, Lingnan modernist garden combined “tradition” with “modernity” and thus
won unanimous praise throughout China. However, there was not any influential and systematic innovative theory developed
in the Lingnan area after the 1980s. In order to find out the reason, this article uses the notion of “modern phenomena”
in social theory in the study of Modern Architecture and the Spatial Organization of Jiangnan Garden, an article by Lingnan
modern garden architect She Junnan, and finds that Lingnan modern garden design theory obviously conformed to the
knowledge outlook of empirical rationality in modern society and the strong consciousness of national issues. However, it
always divorced from the trend of aestheticization and fragmentation of the individual mentality of modern people in terms of
ideas and emotions, thus lacking the motivation for knowledge and theoretical innovation.
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